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The spectrum:

• “the 21st century’s equivalent of the 19th century’s wars 
between ranchers and farmers – a struggle for a crucial and 
limited natural resource as vital to the expansion of the 
information age as water and land were to the development of 
the West” (Labaton, NY Times, March 28 2001)

• “The radio spectrum is to communications today as is land to 
crops and water to fish.” (Dallas Smythe, 1990) 



Industry Minister Tony Clement:

Spectrum: “the oil of the 21st Century” 

(Industry Canada, November 22, 2010)



“These days, there is little else that is sexier 
than spectrum…” 

– Rita Trichur, Globe and Mail, May 9, 2014. 



Reginald Aubrey Fessenden, 

1866 – 1932

Canadian Inventor

•In 1900 successfully transmitted speech over a 
distance of about 1 mile (1.6 km)

•First line over the air: “Is it snowing where you 
are?”



No one owns the spectrum.
Foundation for broadcasting law

the Canadian broadcasting system, operating primarily in the 
English and French languages and comprising public, private and 
community elements, makes use of radio frequencies that are 
public property... (3.1.b)

1991 Broadcasting Act



Big Money for the federal government

$8,911,563,543 raised in the July 2021 3500 
MHz spectrum auction

7



This issue is not new

• Indigenous Claims to Spectrum in New Zealand have occurred 
since the 1990s. 

•This has been no where on official Canadian policy 
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Getting Some 
Media  

Attention

The Globe and 
Mail
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Wire Report
Jenna Cocullo
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Policy Options
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No Mention of Sovereignty 
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ISED heard this in 2022.

•As part of the Consultation on New Access Licensing Framework, 
Changes to Subordinate Licensing and White Space to Support 
Rural and Remote Deployment, ISED received comments on 
behalf of Spuzzum First Nation and 61 signatory nations across 
Canada that called for priority access for Indigenous 
communities for the unused spectrum over their land.
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https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/eng/sf11717.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/eng/sf11717.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/eng/sf11717.html


Is the tide turning?
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NCL Framework 2022

•13. More and more Indigenous service providers, business and 
communities in Canada are taking an interest in access to 
spectrum. In remote Indigenous communities, access to 
spectrum can have crucial benefits to accelerating broadband 
connectivity, establishing reliable cell service, improving access 
to emergency response services, building economic resiliency 
amongst Indigenous-led businesses and facilitating the 
participation and connectedness of remote Indigenous 
communities with the rest of Canada. A NCL licensing 
framework can provide access to spectrum to support 
Indigenous connectivity.
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This is a first
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Policy recommendations from this conference?
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Thoughts for future research in this area? Let’s talk.

gregory.taylor2@ucalgary.ca 
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